Oil and Gas Meeting – May 6, 2021
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Summary of Public Comments
Bill Tredennick – Question on pipelines.  
Mark Lines – Don’t want to see O&G development stopped.  
Chris Nelson – O&G vital to economy. 
Richard Mulhern – Estes Park – COGCC neglected personal property rights.  Liability for people to remove mineral rights.  Supreme Court.  Be careful about regulations going beyond COGCC
Ed Behan – Concerns about wildlife provisions as currently shown in draft.  Focus on wildlife – seems to be within a one-mile radius, but air quality extends beyond that.  Light, noise, etc. can range beyond one mile.  Will add links to the Q&A section for references.  11.1.3 purpose section – still concerned that priority for health is still number 4.
Deb Bjork – Draft changes more protective, including removing greenfield and requirements for inspections, and including wildlife and other areas.  Will send comments in writing.  Reiterate about the purpose and intent.  Reverse setback needs to be improved.  Will send comments on air quality.  Venting and flaring language changes.  Frequent inspections.  Need stronger regs in the odor, noise, etc. sections.  Run off and aquifers concern.  Dust suppression section needs improvements.  
Andrew Forkes-Gudmundson – Appreciates efforts and time into this and clarification about status of comments.  Broadly state generally appreciates a lot of the regulations added – starting in good place.  Submitted comments yesterday with more detailed suggested amendments to strengthen.  Focus on – general sense of language that’s pre 181 framework – floodplain section.  Authority to deny.  Noise – a few jurisdictions are too permissive.  Stress from it causes health impacts.  Look at Broomfield.  
Alida Villatoro – Concerned about health and safety.  Supports regulations.  Humans are resourceful.  Safe setbacks.  Water testing by third party.  Monitoring throughout life of well.  Wells not in floodplains.  Pipelines – breakage and potential water contamination.
David Austin – Opposes the changes, as do others he talks to.  Questions:  April 6 BCC adopted new regs, and wants to know what happened?  Impacts to families because of these changes.  Why exceeding COGCC?
Doug Birlingmair – Don’t cripple industries and halt progress and cause inflation.  Which should be proposed at state level vs. local? 
Neil Hanawalt – Has not noticed negative health impact to health from O&G, but growth sales of business is down.  Don’t damage economy.  Avoid back breaking regulations.  
Robert Morain – Must be a balance between environment and human residents.  Robust economy matters.  Be careful about going above state levels – or pay for mitigation ourselves without burdening business.  Have local studies to prove the standards are necessary.  
Karen Artell – Adding existing oil and gas – strengthens the regulations.  Requiring registration.  Greenfield deletion supports.  Likes other environmental and air sections.  Addition of special review to expansion is important.  Setbacks - add irrigation ditches, lakes, and riparian areas.  Agrees with 1041 for NR districts.  Seems like zoning change might not be immediately helpful.  Agrees with baseline monitoring and other air quality – require for all oil and gas facilities.  Continuous atmospheric monitoring like Boulder Air.  Work with other jurisdictions.  Monthly leak detection and repair should be required.  AVO not an option. 
Matthew Blanco – Regulations necessary but concerned about rising cost of living.  O&G is vital in state.  Clean energy cost rising.  If we focus solely on environment, we force out people.  Last year’s regulations worked.
Gayla Martinez – Appreciates a lot of progress.  Tier 4 fracking pumps and diesel engines – saw in other regulations.  The latest technology that provides impressive reductions in emissions and lowers noise.  It’s proactive and preventative.  Consider including in our regulations. 
Janet Juell – Concerned about what she’s hearing about regulations.  O&G needed for economy.  Consider balance and encourage people to stay and find jobs in the industry.  Not in favor of adopting these very stringent and cost prohibitive regulations in our county.  Concerned.  
Tim Gosar – Appreciate the new work.  Heading in the right direction.  Leak detection and repair.  Hope that operators will be asked to do soil sampling every year.  Visual inspections, etc.   Hoping to add a section with penalties.  Reporting related to clean up.  County inspect the site and approve the cleanup.  Consider a penalty section.   Make all the reports available to the public.  Less than 72 hours.  Doesn’t work to have O&G industry sell monitor.  Not arcuate that regulations would cripple economy. 
Lori Brunswig – Sent a document recently about oil and gas discussions for today regarding underground injection.  Magpie is asking – deny.  Reduce to two small areas for disposal companies.  No new CDPHE regulation sites.  Do not release to water bodies, streams, alluvial.  Test the water for chemicals.   Injection wells are known to explode, cause earthquakes.
Meghan Bright – Will there be roadway monitoring?  Traffic a concern.  It affects well being of residents.  Wind – how would that be factored in?  Monitoring systems – could it be permanent and built into the equipment?  Equipment – engines get 3 miles per hour.  Well being of people important. 
Nadine Jung – Opposed to regulations that go above and beyond what we have.  Good people in the industry.  It’s important to have regulations.  Many products derived from the industry.  
Steven Shogry – Inspector – Groundwater and report that says its not under threat from O&G.  1,000-foot setback unnecessary.  500 sufficient according to a report.   Oil and gas provide revenues for schools.  Magnitude of workers in the state.
Mary Bedosky – Appreciates the more protective regulations.  Supports inclusion of the air monitoring section.  Extend to 2000 feet for the life of the well. No permitting in floodplains.  Increased frequency of leak detection.  Notification radius – minimum of half mile.  Make others the same.  11.2.2 county review – consistent half mile distance throughout. 
Phil Park – Minimum of 2000 feet setback.  Health over profit. Industry can foot the cost in the name of public health.  Technology advances.  Prioritize public health.
Sharon Anderson – Ask the BCC to think about not increasing regulations.  Balance the welfare between multiple stakeholders.  
David Sullivan – Who will cover the cost of the continuous noise control?  The operator or the county?  Pipelines – who will continuously monitor.  With drought an annual concern, what are we doing about water conservation and water that can’t be reused.  Would we impose water restrictions on them?  Help the most people through regulations.  500-foot setback to waterways and rivers – is important to consider.  HB today that was passed will help transition of jobs.  
Rick Casey – Need for better air quality monitoring – canister technology is appropriate for well pads.  Boulder Broomfield and others have added 24-hour monitoring.  Boulder Air.  Legally defensible in court, so county should pay attention.  

