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The Poudre River Drained

Percent Reduction in Streamflow, Lincoln 
Street Gage, Downtown Fort Collins 

(Table 6.4, Water Resources Technical Report, CD 
Smith 2014, SDEIS )

May June July

Wet Year 44% 15% 16%

Average year 66% 25% 54%

Dry Year 58% 40% 2%

All Years 68% 25% 45%

63% of the river is already drained out
before it reaches downtown Fort Collins





NISP Would Divert Significant Amounts of 
Water out of the Poudre River in Fort Collins

Estimated Flow With 
Thornton’s “Poudre 
River Option”

If NISP is built,
only ¼ of the river
will still flow 
through Fort Collins



Ten Negative Impacts of Draining the Poudre
River of its Peak Flows

1. Causes river water to be warmer, can lead to fish 
die-offs

2. Sediment and mud build up
3. Trout can’t spawn in mud
4. Algae growth in riverbed and on rocks 
5. Pollution of City’s stormwater and wastewater 

is much worse due to lack of dilution
6. Dries up wetlands
7. Dries up forest canopy – cottonwoods and willows
8. Destroys recreational opportunity, including the new 

Whitewater Park
9. Increases flooding
10. Ugly



The City of Fort Collins Poudre River 
Health Report Card



The City of Fort Collins Poudre River 
Report Card – Bad Grade in Fort Collins

Made Worse With NISP



Negative Impact on Poudre Whitewater Park
NISP would slice 
off half of what’s 
left of the peak 
flow.



Recreation on the Poudre in Fort Collins:
500 cfs needed for kayak; 15o to tube

NISP PUMPS:
Sized to take 1,200 
cfs out of river.



Paper by Bestgen, Poff, et al (2020)

“Improving base 
flows while 
reducing peak 
flows, as currently 
proposed for the 
Cache la Poudre 
River, would 
further reduce 
ecosystem 
function.”



Alternative 1: Water Conservation
50% of water in NISP towns is used to keep the grass green. 

Xeriscape instead.



NISP WON’T SAVE FARMS
What’s Going To Happen To The Farms If NISP Is or Isn’t Built?

Alternative 2 –
Use Farm Water:

North Front 
Range 
Metropolitan
Planning 
Organization
2060:

- 167,530 acres
of farms sold

- 118,942 acre feet
of water sold



ALTERNATIVE 2:

• Growth will happen on 
top of farms.

• Windsor and other 
NISP towns should 
buy water from farms 
that will be sold off and 
devoured by growth.



Alternative 3: Clean The River Through Fort Collins
Around $2 billion proposed to be spent draining the river before it reaches town. 

Instead, clean the river and use it as a conveyance.



The proposed mitigation – 18 cfs -- is a farce. Turns Poudre 
River into a muddy stinking ditch through Fort Collins.



NISP Application Violates 1041 Criteria 
• The application is incomplete.

• Does not meet Criteria 1: “proposal is consistent with the master 
plan and applicable intergovernmental agreements affecting land use 
development.” (NO, IT ISN’T)

• Does not meet Criteria 2: “applicant has presented reasonable 
siting and design alternatives or explained why no reasonable alternatives are 
available.” (NO, THEY HAVEN’T)

• Does not meet Criteria 3: “conforms with adopted county 
standards, review criteria and mitigation requirements concerning 
environmental impacts, including but not limited to those contained in this 
Code.” (NO, IT DOESN’T)

• Does not meet Criteria 6: “will not negatively impact public health
and safety.” (YES, IT WILL – more concentrated pollution in river, including e 
Coli)



NISP Application Violates 1041 Criteria 
• Does not meet Criteria 7: “will not be subject to significant risk 

from natural hazards including floods, wildfire or geologic hazards.” (YES, IT 
WILL)

• Does not meet Criteria 10: “benefits of the proposed development 
outweigh the losses of any natural resources or reduction of productivity of 
agricultural lands as a result of the proposed development.” (NO, IT DOESN’T)

• Does not meet Criteria 11: “demonstrates a reasonable balance 
between the costs to the applicant to mitigate significant adverse affects and the 
benefits achieved by such mitigation.” (NO, IT DOESN’T)



Stop NISP, Save Our Poudre!
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