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Mission: Protect and Restore the Cache la Poudre River

• Founded in 2004, to address threats to the Poudre River.

• Representing about 1,000 members in northern Colorado.
(the majority of which sent you an email)

• Our Thornton Water Project Program is a 1-in 100 years 
opportunity to restore the Poudre.



Our Thornton Water Project Program
• Started in 2008 when Thornton

proposed the “Poudre River Option”. 

• Met with staff from the City of 
Thornton on December 6, 2010. 

• Continued to communicate to 
Thornton over the last decade.

• Thornton has known for at least 11 
years (2008 – 2019) that this is big 
and controversial issue in Larimer 
County.

• Thornton has also known for 9 years 
that they would be celebrated by the 
Fort Collins community if they chose 
the Poudre River Option. 



Thornton’s “Baseline” Alternative:
The Poudre River Option

$100 million cheaper for construction



Why Did We Dig In Our Heels?



Why Did We Dig In Our Heels?
• 12 diversions 

before the river 
reaches 
downtown.

• 63% of the native 
flow is diverted 
out before the 
river reaches 
downtown.

• These diversions 
cause significant  
problems for the 
river’s health



The City of Fort Collins Poudre River 
Health Report Card



The City of Fort Collins Poudre River 
Report Card – Bad Grade in Fort Collins



Poudre River Option Would Add Significant 
New Water to the Poudre River in Fort Collins

Estimated Flow With 
Thornton’s “Poudre 
River Option”:

~13,000 acre feet,
100 cubic feet/second



Seven Positive Impacts of Adding Thornton’s 
Peak Flow Water to the Poudre River

1. Water quality is improved with the addition of cooler, cleaner 
water.

2. Cooler, cleaner water is better for fish.

3. Helps flushes sediment and mud out of the river channel.

4. Less algae growth and slime on the river bottom. 

5. Helps the riparian forest – wetlands, cottonwoods, willows – to 
flourish. 

6. Helps recreational opportunity, including the new 
Whitewater Park, to flourish.

7. More Beautiful!



Recreation on the Poudre in Fort Collins:
150 cfs needed to tube through town



Health of the Riparian Corridor:
Forest, Wetlands, Floodplain = D+



Beauty!



It’s A River, Not A Ditch

Thornton’s Current Proposal:
• “Up to 3,000 acre feet”
• “Up to” about 4.1 cubic feet per second
• Perhaps everyday, all year
• Vague on location, timing, amount, commitment, 

measurement, enforceability 
• A channel with a small, steady year-round flow is 

a ditch, not a river in Colorado

The Poudre River Option:
• 13,000 acre feet
• 100 cubic feet per second 

for 65 days 
• Adds to peak flows
• Guaranteed



The Poudre River Option:

An Extraordinary Benefit
as required by the 1041 criteria.


